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Patience and the Porsche

1. Patience Oaktree, the self-proclaimed most successful professional organizer in the state, thinks, “Why am I going 
out to organize someone else when I should be staying home and organizing myself?” (p.2) What are some of the 
signs of Pat’s borderline chronic disorganization? Discuss instances where Pat’s own struggle with disorganization 
helps or hinders her work with Susan. 

2. There are many organizing tips and techniques woven throughout the story. Have you tried any of them? What are 
your favorites? 

3. Susan talks about her grandmother’s dishes making her feel happy inside. (p.59) Pat suggests Susan give a “proper 
goodbye” to her college dishes. (p.62) And Susan and Pat wished a ruined sweater well on its journey to the 
landfill. (p.97) Do these scenes remind you of any organizing trends recently receiving media attention? 

4. Pat has several ideas for books she might write. What are they? What do you think of them? 

5. Pat solves logic puzzles, drinks tea, and bakes cookies. Do these activities help her be a better professional 
organizer? Why or why not? 

6. When Susan ran out of room in her house, she stashed things in the trunk of her car. (p.37) Do you know anyone 
who has done that? Have you? 

7. When people move to a new house, all their stuff usually moves with them. Discuss the pros and cons of such a 
move using the Tatem and Huffman moves as examples. (p.150 & p.176) 

8. Pat has a theory about the popularity of espresso bars. (p.163 & p.180) Do you agree or disagree? 

9. Can you think of any ways that technology has changed since this story takes place? How have changes in 
technology affected your ability to get and stay organized? 

10.The illustrator’s favorite drawing in the book is the one of bunny slippers. (Chapter 4) What do the bunny slippers 
represent? What is your favorite drawing, and what does it represent? 

11. Discuss how the contrasting illustrations at the beginning of chapters 3 and 12 serve as a metaphor for Susan’s 
character development. 

12. How do Susan, Hellen, and Henry see themselves differently from how others see them? How do you see them? 

13. Did the book change your opinion or perspective about professional organizers? Do you feel differently now than 
you did before you read it? 

14. Discuss Pat’s musing: “Could it be that she was so careful not to judge her clients that she had become even more 
prone to judge others?” (p.172) Can you think of examples elsewhere in the book that either support or refute this 
idea? 

15. If the book were being adapted into a movie, who would you want to see play what parts? 

16. Did you anticipate a different ending? Would you have preferred the book to have ended differently? 

17. Many people who read the Patience Oaktree books refer to them as mysteries. But, while the books include some 
plot twists, they are more “slice of life” stories (and there are no dead bodies!). How would you characterize them? 

18. What did you learn from this book?


